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Why choose geography at A level?
Geography is a fascinating subject about the environment, how places differ, how physical systems work and about how people interact with the world. Geography is about real-world events, their impacts and their different interpretations.
Geography looks at the ‘big ideas’ in the world and how people strive to make our world a better place to live in. We potentially face dramatic changes to our world through climate change. Learning about physical process such as the carbon cycle helps understand the role of energy use in influencing climate change and importantly, helps us make judgements on the arguments presented in the media.
[image: Coastal City - John Englander - Sea Level Rise Expert]The course teaches about how trade and economies operate in a globalised world and how to evaluate the choices being made about our future. In this way, geography is a rigorous academic subject which helps us, through the integrated nature of the discipline, to examine complexity and to think critically.
In addition, geography examines the awe-inspiring natural processes of our beautiful planet, helping us to appreciate and value its landscapes, oceans and ecosystems. By studying different places, we inevitably delve into issues of culture and identity. Why do some places embrace multi-culturalism, why do others maintain strong social division? Geography is about places; people live in places and in turn are shaped by them. 
Geographers are valued in the workplace for their multidisciplinary approach to solving problems and for the range of data analysis at which they are adept. In geography, students are taught to interpret maps using GIS, data presented in graphs and as numbers, all valuable skills in any walk of life.
Anyone choosing to study geography at A Level will be surprised by its wide appeal and amazed by its ability to both inspire and transform their life!


 Hoping to study Geography at A level?

There are a number of things you can do:
1. Developing as a geographer – through general reading around/watching videos/listening to podcasts etc. to develop your geographical knowledge and understanding.

2. Preparing for the A-level course – starting to explore the topics and their foundations which will be studied in the A-level course.
[image: d:\Users\slhoughton\Documents\1a) School\25) Pics and Images\around-the-world-15384.jpg]
To be a great geographer you need to develop the ability to think synoptically, being able to see the greater overview and how everything begins to link together. Geography is not just about studying people and landscapes; it is also the relationships that exist between people and their environment. 



[image: ]
At GCSE you covered a lot of the foundations of the underpinning concepts; physical processes and how they have shaped the landscape and the key human processes that shape our society. GCSE has provided a breadth of study, whereas A-level will now enable you to gain greater depth by exploring topics in greater detail but also encouraging you to see and explore links between topics.

[image: ]The best geographers at A-level keep reading and generally seek to improve their geographical understanding by engaging with geographical discussions regarding key issues.

[image: ][image: Geography - Elmridge Primary School]This guide has been designed for you to be able to dip in and out of, from looking at general geographical issues and developing your ability to think like a geographer, through to starting to explore some of the topics we will be looking at in Year 12 and 13 so you can do some valuable preliminary reading.




Developing as a Geographer


This section includes websites, books, podcasts, documentaries and even films which provide a great way of staying inspired and engaging with geography.

Online news articles

The Conversation www.theconversation.com/uk - This website is incredibly useful at supporting many of your A-levels. It provides up-to-date articles from academics and specialists in the fields written in a way that is accessible to all, summarising key points in short but insightful articles.

BBC News www.bbc.co.uk/news - An excellent source of up-to-date articles – explore the key headings such as Science, as well as the UK, World and other stories.

The Guardian www.theguardian.com/uk - many useful articles and logically ordered. Keep an eye on the Environment, Science, Society and Global Development stories in particular!

The Byline Times www.bylinetimes.com – a new independent newspaper with insightful articles and commentary on world events.

Online geography educational programmes and courses

Time for Geography https://timeforgeography.co.uk/ - Time for Geography creates inspiring, open-access geography educational videos for students of geography. A wide range of material is freely available on its website and is suitable for GCSE and A level students.

Live lessons from Encounter Edu https://encounteredu.com/ - Encounter Edu specialise in producing live lessons on global topics. These are accessible for students at home and could form part of preparation for A level study.

Open University resources and courses https://www.geography.org.uk/Open-University-resources - The Open University have produced a range of materials suitable for A level students and teachers, based on research conducted by geography academics at the OU. 

Podcasts

Costing the Earth – There are some great podcasts here to pick from on a wide variety of geographical issues (including, amongst others, climate change, carbon, urban greenings, deforestation etc) https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn/episodes/player

Royal Geographical Society “Ask the Geographer” podcasts – a fantastic set of podcasts to keep A-level studies up-to-date with the latest geographical research https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/





Books (also see the reading list at the end of the document)
Remember you can make use of the local libraries digital service for books – you don’t have to access hard copies, although most can be bought fairly cheaply on Amazon.

Prisoners of Geography (Marshall, T) – an insightful book which helps understand how physical geography impacts on political reality and really helps to understand how decisions of world leaders have been shaped by geography – a great introduction to geopolitics.

Factfulness: Ten reasons we’re wrong about the world and why things are better than you think (Rosling, H) – this is a must-read book from a geographer perspective. It takes a more realistic view of the world, presenting issues in fact-based context. It is a rational look at actually how far the world has measurably improved and what’s left to be done.

Adventures in the Anthropocene (Vince, G) – this looks at the effects humans are having on the surface and structure of the planet with a balanced view of recognising threats and dangers whilst also looking for practical solutions.

Geographical documentaries

The following are available from BBC iPlayer:
· David Attenborough Box Sets – there are 9 amazing boxsets available on iPlayer from David Attenborough exploring our incredible planet https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p06m42d9
· Americas with Simon Reeve https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00095p0/the-americas-with-simon-reeve
· Mediterranean with Simon Reeve https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b0bnb6tt/mediterranean-with-simon-reeve
· Race Across the World https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0002tvs

The following are available on ITV Hub:
· Britain Underwater: Fighting the Floods https://www.itv.com/hub/britain-underwater-fighting-the-floods/7a0157
· Joanna Lumley’s Hidden Caribbean: Havana to Haiti https://www.itv.com/hub/joanna-lumleys-hidden-caribbean-havana-to-haiti/2a7578

The following are available on Channel 4 – On Demand:
· When the Immigrants Leave (Dispatches) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/69555-001
· China’s Lonely Hearts (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/56011-011
· The World’s Dirtiest River (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/58399-001
· Forests of Fear (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/69224-006
· Hurricane Hell (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/69224-007
· The World’s Dirtiest Air (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/67193-002
· The Week Britain Froze (Dispatches) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches/on-demand/66548-007

Across the Brooke Weston Trust we follow the AQA A-level. You will have two examined components and one NEA (Non-Examined Assessment) e.g. an independent geographical investigation.Preparing for A-level Geography


The two examined units in the AQA A-level Geography are:
· Component 1: Physical geography
· Component 2: Human geography
We have put the following together for you to start doing some reading round the topics we will covering across the two years. For each topic, we have given a brief overview and then some starting points, with examples of reading and video links for you to follow up.
You will have two teachers who each take half the teaching time:
If you want a particular starting point for the start of Year 12 contact your teachers and they will be able to advise you what topics you will be starting with.
If you have any questions whilst exploring then please do not hesitate to contact us.
Component 1 – Physical geography
[image: https://www.open.edu/openlearn/ocw/pluginfile.php/66206/mod_oucontent/oucontent/459/165d7601/c1490e11/s278_2_f009hi.jpg]Section A – Water & carbon cycles
This section of the specification focuses on the major stores of water and carbon at or near the Earth’s surface and the dynamic and cyclical relationships associated with them. These are major elements in the natural environment and understanding them is fundamental to many aspects of physical geography.

Starting points
· Reading: Water and Carbon Cycling (Royal Geographic Society) – this is an excellent starting point/content overview for the water and carbon work that we will be looking at https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=6dc9f1c1-f92d-4c04-9f85-9985844a6a79&lang=en-GB
· Reading: Introduction to the Carbon Cycle https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/ecology/biogeochemical-cycles/a/the-carbon-cycle
· Reading: Introduction to the Water Cycle https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/ecology/biogeochemical-cycles/a/the-water-cycle


[image: Beaches and Coastal Landforms - Geology (U.S. National Park Service)]Section B – Coastal systems and landscapes
This section of the specification will give you an appreciation of the beauty and diversity of coasts and their importance as human habitats. You will study how coasts are dynamic environments which develop by the interaction of winds, waves, currents and sediments. The operation and outcomes of fundamental geomorphological processes and their association with distinctive landscapes are readily observable. 
Starting points
· Reading: Landscape systems – this gives you have overview of geomorphology with examples relating to coasts https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=8f5bac82-9d06-415d-9a93-b385ef2c5556&lang=en-GB
· Video: power of the Planet (Oceans) https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5amshu



Section C – Hazards
[image: California wildfires could be extinguished with artificial ...]
In this unit you will explore how Earth’s surface and internal processes can create hazards including earthquakes, volcanoes, tropical storms and wildfires. This topic explores how our understanding has evolves with regards to the seismic and volcanic activity that experience through the movement of the Earth’s tectonic plates. We look at how these tectonic processes have shaped our world and created new landforms, helping to support life on Earth. We also explore the potential impact of the hazards associated with earthquakes and volcanoes and how technology has developed we have improved our ability to predict and mitigate, whilst considering reasons for the variation in risks associated with hazards both spatially and over time. We will be looking at the concepts of risk and resilience and how these can be managed at various levels and to various degrees of success.

Starting points

· Video: Power of the Planet (Volcano) https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x5af4kg
· Reading: Plate Tectonics (The Geological Society) https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Plate-Tectonics
· Reading: USGS Natural Hazards – FAQ https://www.usgs.gov/faq/natural-hazards - excellent reading broken down into bitesize chunks.
Component 2: Human geography
[image: Is it the end of globalisation? - Industry Europe]Section A – Global systems and global governance
This section of the specification focuses on globalisation – the economic, political and social changes associated with technological and other driving forces which have been key features of the global economy and society in recent decades. 





Starting points
· Video: A good overview of some key aspects of the unit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBntOrLfnAs
· Interactive: a quiz to get you thinking about global issues https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/ng-interactive/2020/jan/15/environment-inequality-hunger-which-global-problems-would-you-fix-first
· Reading: Global systems and global governance (RGS) subject content overview file:///C:/Users/aiden/Downloads/SCO_GlobalSystemsandGlobalGovernanceFinal.pdf
[image: Moved Out or Forced Out: The Arguments behind Gentrification]
Section B – Changing Places
This section of the specification focuses on people’s engagement with places, their experience of them and the qualities they ascribe to them, all of which are of fundamental importance in their lives. Study of the content is embedded in two contrasting places, one to be local and one to be distant. 
Starting points
· Video: Changing Places – watch both parts – “Slumming It” Dharavi https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Im0tHRs9Bng
· Changing Places (RGS): Subject content overview https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=944f2503-af13-4c7f-b178-e4bbaffb38eb&lang=en-GB
· Interactive: a good story map introduction https://focusschoolwilto.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=f10c512164d0498d8f3bcfad8ae61d39
Section C – Contemporary urban environments
[image: Discover the World's Most Sustainable Cities - Passion Passport]This section of the specification focuses on urban growth and change which are seemingly ubiquitous processes and present significant environmental and social challenges for human populations. The section examines these processes and challenges and the issues associated with them, in particular the potential for environmental sustainability and social cohesion. Engaging with these themes in a range of urban settings from contrasting areas of the world affords the opportunity to appreciate human diversity and develop awareness and insight into profound questions of opportunity, equity and sustainability.
Starting points
· Video: Patterns of Urbanisation and Causes of Urban Growth https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvJGEwc8t8o&list=PL6zLLAy7lsib-RXqkipgH9f0iM6qJuQ6i
· Reading and resources: There are further RGS urban geography resources and lectures on the 21st Century challenges page. https://21stcenturychallenges.org/challenges/
· Read and watch: The Geographical Association page with information and a video about urbanisation https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/videos/urbanisation












The Open University has a range of over 1000 free online learning courses that anyone is able to complete.A-level Geography Induction Task

The geography department would like you to complete the following courses that will prepare you for what you will be studying at the beginning of your A-level Geography course. Choose one course from the physical geography list and one course from the human geography list. Ideally, these should be linked to the topics that you will be starting your A level course with in September, you may need to contact your teacher to confirm which topics they will be.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Physical Geography
· Level 2: Water use and the Water Cycle https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/science/environmental-science/water-use-and-the-water-cycle/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
· Level 1: Earthquakes https://www.open.edu/openlearn/science-maths-technology/geology/earthquakes/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
Human Geography
· Level 3: Changing Cities https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/changing-cities/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
· Level 2: Living in a globalised world https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/living-globalised-world/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab


Level 1: Introductory
Level 2: Intermediate
Level 3: Advanced 

In order to complete the courses fully, you will need to sign-up for an account and complete the reading and the quizzes. Once the course is complete, you will be awarded a Certificate of Participation; you will need to print this out (or take a picture of it) and bring it to your first Geography lesson of Year 12.

Many other courses are available which may be of interest to you. This is a great resource for you to continue your learning; and will be an excellent practise for future learning, especially for university.










Wider reading is not just reading more books. It is not extra homework and it certainly is not formally set by teachers. According to the Russell Group Universities, wider reading is a ‘supra curricular’ activity; it is an academic exploration of the subjects you’re studying in school, building your knowledge and understanding of them. Supra-curricular activities such as wider reading are incredibly important for university applications and by deepening your understanding of the wider subject you will be better prepared for your exams. Win win!Wider Reading and A level topic specific reading list

Below are list of books that you will most definitely find useful. Some will directly link to a topic area (for example The Ghost of the tsunami), while others will broaden your overall understanding (such as Prisoners of Geography and Sapiens)
[image: ]Text books
[image: ]Ross S, Griffiths A, Bayliss T, Collins L, 2016, AQA Geography A Level & AS Human Geography Student Book Offord (ISBN 978-0-19-836654-6)
Ross S, Bayliss T, Collins L, Griffiths A, 2016, AQA Geography A Level & AS Physical Geography Student Book, Oxford (ISBN 978-0198366515) 
Both texts are available in the library and provide useful support but do not replace detailed classnotes! Note that different case studies may be used to those studied in class.
[image: ]Whittaker I, Abbiss P, Fyfe H, Banks P, Skinner M, 2016, AQA A-level Geography Fourth Edition, Hodder Education (ISBN 978-1471858697)
If you decide to purchase one textbook to keep the Hodder Education textbook covers both the human and physical core and optional units. It is a bit of a beast in size but it is a good and detailed reference book. Note that different case studies may be used to those studied in class.
Reading and refering to core text books does not pass as wider reading! They are a useful tool but most students across the country will read a text book!

[image: ]Wider reading list
Marshall T, 2016, Prisoners of Geography: Ten Maps That Tell You Everything You Need to Know About Global Politics, Elliot & Thompson Ltd (ISBN 978-1783962433)
I am not exaggerating when I say that virtually every geographer in the land has at least dipped into this book. It is informative, fascinating and super easy to read. The author looks beyond the 21st Century view that technology rules and suggests that our key political driver continues to be our physical geography. Beginning with Russia (and its bewildering eleven time-zones), Tim Marshall presents a border-by-border disassembly of what makes the world what it is; why, for instance, China and India will never fall into conflict (the Himalayas), or why Africa’s rivers are much to blame for its (lack of) economic development. There is a follow up book entitled Worth Dying For: The Power and Politics of Flags
[image: ]Harari Y, 2015, Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, Vintage (ISBN 978-0099590088)
This book explores how in a fraction of Earth’s existence, humans have come to dominate the planet the way no other species have. From the flap of the book “We are the most advanced and most destructive animals ever to have lived. What makes us brilliant? What makes us deadly? What makes us Sapiens?” It explores human history to the present day and examines what is next and tackles the big questions of the modern day.


[image: ]Parry R, 2018, Ghosts of the Tsunami: Death and Life in Japan’s Disaster Zone, Vintage (ISBN 978-1784704889) 
A major case study for your hazards unit! The author was living in Tokyo during the quake and spent 6 years exploring and reporting on the event. He asks questions that were missing from widespread media: What really happened to the local children as they waited in the school playground in the moments before the tsunami? Why did their teachers not evacuate them to safety?  And why was the unbearable truth being so stubbornly covered up?
[image: ]Koch R, Latham A, 2017, Key thinkers on cities, Sage Publications Ltd. (ISBN 978-1473907751)
Key Thinkers on Cities provides an engaging introduction to the dynamic intellectual field of urban studies. It profiles the work of 40 innovative thinkers who represent the broad reach of contemporary urban scholarship and whose ideas have shaped the way cities around the world are understood, researched, debated and acted upon. Providing a synoptic overview that spans a wide range of academic and professional disciplines, theoretical perspectives and methodological approaches, the entry for each key thinker comprises. This would fit alongside your studies for Contemporary Environments rather well!

[image: ]Tuan Y, 2001, Space and Place: The Perspective of Experience, Univ. of Minnesota Press (ISBN 978-0816638772)
The author of this book is widley considered to be the most important geographer behind the origin of critical and humanistic geography. He explores the way in which people feel and think about space, how they form attachments to home, neighbourhood, and nation, and how feelings about space and place are affected by the sense of time. A variety of modes can influence people and he examines non-fiction, novels, poetry, anthropology, psychology, and theology. This would be an excellent read for the Changing Places unit.

[image: ]Smithson P, Addison K, Atkinson K, 2008, Fundamentals of the Physical Environment: Fourth Edition, Routledge (ISBN 978-0415395168)
This text has been the core reading for under graduate geographers for many years (I still have a well-thumbed copy of the third edition at home!) As it is written by academics for university students, much will be above and beyond what is required for your studies and the complexities of some of the science will be too much, but as far as wider reading goes, this one ticks the box!
[image: ]
Rosling H, 2018, Factfulness: Ten Reasons We're Wrong About The World - And Why Things Are Better Than You Think, Sceptre (ISBN 978-1473637467)
Hans Rosling was a fascinating academic and there are many excellent TED Talks to watch. It is thought provoking and has the ability to entirely shift perspectives on things that we have come to take as gospel, from poverty to climate change. If you want to question the world that we exist in then give this book a go.

[image: ] Dorling D, 2013, Population 10 Billion, Constable (ISBN 978-1780334912)
Responsible for www. worldmapper.org, Danny Dorling has long published on social inequalities in Britain; his work concerns issues of housing, health, employment, education and poverty. We are well aware that the recent demographic explosion is putting pressures on the planet, in this book these impacts are explored and considers ways that we can adapt to the changes.

[image: ]
Collier P, 2008, The Bottom Billion, Oxford University Press (ISBN 978-0195374636)
While globalisation has undoubtedly had huge impacts upon nations and their people, the impacts are not felt uniformly. The author, who has worked as part of a research group for the World Bank on issues related to poverty and aid, writes how despite 5 billion of the world’s poorest benefitting from globalisation by climbing out of poverty, the world’s 1 billion poorest are being left behind, with the gap only widening.

[image: ]Muir-Wood R, 2016, The Cure for Catastrophe: How We Can Stop Manufacturing Natural Disasters, One World Publications (ISBN 978-1786070050)
The conundrum of whether a disaster is ever purely a natural disaster is examined brutally in this book. The author asks questions such as “why did no one consider that a tsunami could disable the nuclear power plants in Fukushima?” and “why did so many die when Katrina flooded New Orleans?” He argues that despite increasingly sophisticated methods of detecting and planning for disasters, it is due to political factors that we fail to act appropriately.

[image: ] Morton O, 2016, The Planet Remade, Granta (ISBN 978-1783780983)
Regardless of Trump’s view on the matter, global warming is real and the impacts are potentially vast. Accepting and appreciating this scale compels the author to write of the importance of readdressing not just responses, but also our relationships with nature. Radical technologies are explored, from phytosynthetic plankton to a stratospheric veil against the sun while also highlighting the impacts that changes to the carbon cycle will have on climate, soils and life itself.

[image: ]The library subscribes to an excellent journal which is published by Hodder Education. It is an excellent and easily accessible resource with short articles on anything related to geography. As it is written for A Level students, the content is linked to the specification and there are even articles on exam technique and suggestions on how to tackle the NEA. You really should be accessing this each time it is published (usually three to four times a year)
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